
More than just an online phenomenon: roots, 
characteristics and strategies of the ‘Identitarian 
movement’ 
 
by Julian Bruns, Kathrin Glösel, Natascha Strobl 
 
It is the 20th of October 2012 in Poitiers, France. About forty young adults climb the 
construction site of a mosque and stand up on the roof of the building. They are 
holding a black-and-yellow transparency that extends across the entire building: "732 
Génération Identitaire". And they show their logo, the lambda, a circle with a triangle 
in the centre. It is the eleventh letter of the Greek alphabet. 
The lambda has been taken from the Graphic Novel filming “300” (out in the year 
2006). It is the symbol of 300 Spartans, who wore the lambda in the battle against the 
imperialist Persian Empire on their shields. The message: Identitarians want to be 
martial, male soldiers and form an intellectual elite, who fight against multiculturalism, 
universalism, liberalism and what they define as globalist imperialism.  
 
Those activists, almost men only, founded on this day the "Generation of National 
Identity” (or in the original language: the Genération Identitaire). Soon, branch groups 
in other European cities followed. They see themselves as ideological descendants 
of Karl Martell, who in 732 just in this place, Poitiers, fought against Moorish soldiers. 
 
The mission, which the young men chose to follow, is to "defend" their concept of 
Europe – a Christian Europe with as little immigration as possible, because they 
claim, their “identity” is in danger. Globalization, immigration, Political Correctness, 
liberalism, Islam - all these concepts have no place in a Europe they strive for. In 
their first published YouTube video the activists proclaimed a “declaration of war”. 
The video combines critique on social problems like youth unemployment with racist 
explanations. By giving out emotionalizing one-liners the acitivsts denounce an 
alleged "ethnic breakdown" through "forced mixing". The social system, according to 
the assertion, supports only "strangers". This video went viral and was subtitled in 
many languages. What they offer, is a fight against anything foreign and against all 
that they define as the hostile establishment. Furthermore, they offer an identity 
defined by ethnicity and age. 
 
The newly founded Genération Identitaire was and is the youth organization of the 
nationalist “Bloc Identitaire” (BI), which was founded a few years earlier in 2003. The 
“Bloc Identitaire” had been launched as successor to the "Unité Radicale" (UR) 
collection movement, which had been banned in 2002 after a UR member shot at the 
French President Jacques Chirac on the French national day. 
 
Precursors and role models 
 
The self-called "Identitarian movement" did not arise out of nothing. They have a 
model in Casa Pound in Italy. The neo-fascist organization was founded in 2003 out 
of a house occupation. In style, rhetoric and actions, Casa Pound is based on left-
wing appearance, but connects those with positive references to historical Italian 



fascism. Moreover, violence is a self-evident part of its political action. But also in the 
German-speaking world there were already attempts to form an actionist "new right": 
In 2008, Götz Kubitschek (German right-wing networker who leads the “Institute for 
State Policy” – a think tank for nationalist and conservative figures in Germany; he 
also administrates “Antaios” Publishing as well as the new right magazine 
“Sezession”) and Felix Menzel (wo works for the magazine “Blaue Narzisse”), 
founded the so called “Conservative Subversive Action” (KSA), the first actionist arm 
of the New Right in Germany. Between the 2008 and the 2009, KSA undertook five 
actions (including the disturbance of a reading by Günter Grass in Hamburg). As 
there was no broad-ranging effect, the participants quickly resigned.  
 
When we look at produced and distributed merchandise (such as shirts, sweaters or 
stickers), we see that protagonists of the self-labelled Conservative Revolution (1918-
1933) such as Ernst Juenger serve as a role model – both with their texts and their 
appearance.1 
 
The Identitarians’ characteristics within the New Right 
 
Within the New Right, Identitarians are characterized by four characteristics: 
youthness, actionism, the use of pop culture and a "corporate identity". The age of 
the activists ranges from 15 to 35 years whereas the protagonists of the New Right 
are usually much older. Actionism is at the forefront of political action. References to 
existing ones as well as the production of own shares in the pop culture (for example, 
in the form of merchandise and music) are a self-evident part of the communication. 
In their public appearance, Identitarians also use their own corporate identity, which 
provides recognition value. 
 
Identitarians use text and video blogs, music videos, Twitter channels and social 
networks such as Instagram and Facebook to draw attention to their ideological 
positions, to disseminate existing content from right-wing to conspiracy theories, to 
mobilize for their own events and attract new activists. Platforms have been created 
for various interests: the group’s blogs contain reviews of books and films, campaign 
texts, press texts and other position videos. The reciprocal reference to groups in 
other countries serves to display a wider network – the content in social media is 
designed in a way that it is also spreadable if users do not understand the language 
used. The aim is to influence political debates and to shape concepts and images as 
well as emotionalization. 
 
The development in Germany 
 
Identitarians in Germany appeared for the first time in the autumn of 2012 when they 
interrupted an event called “Intercultural weeks” in Frankfurt am Main by a hardbass 
flashmob.2 By 2014, after Nils Altmieks took over the leadership of Identitarians and 
rearranged regional groups – he centralised their actions, because before, the right-
wing extremists activists had not been successful. Relevant figures are Tony Gerber3 
                                                             
1 See https://phalanx-europa.com/de/, last visited on January 16th, 2017. 
2 These are flashmobs, which meet at distinctive places in a city and attract attention by means of 
dance, disguise and hardbass music - thus electromusics with fast bass. 
3 http://zwickau.blogsport.de/2015/12/15/neonazi-tony-gerber/, last visited on November 5th, 2016 



(Sachsen) and Mario Müller4 (Sachsen-Anhalt) who have their political origins in the 
Neo-Nazi scene – both became members of the identitarian squad in Germany. 
German and Austrian Identitarians have been working together with PEGIDA since 
the beginning5. Martin Sellner, head of the Austrian group, was repeatedly invited as 
a speaker to PEGIDA-demonstrations.6 Actions with medial attention include the 
short-term occupation of the SPD headquarters in Hamburg and Berlin in 2015 as 
well as the occupation of the Brandenburg Gate in August 2016 or the CDU 
headquarters in December 2016. 
 
Since the early summer of 2016, Identitarians have been observed in Germany by 
the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution. It is seen that Identitarians 
jeopardize the free democratic basic order, as they defame "immigrants of Islamic 
faith or from the Middle East in extremist manner".7 According to the estimates of 
constitutional protection, the "Identitätser Bewegung Deutschland" comprises about 
four hundred members.8 This observation affected the relationship between the AfD 
party and the Identitarians. In June 2016, the AfD federal executive committee had 
passed incompatibility resolutions, which should rule out membership in both 
Identitarian groups and the AFD in order to prevent the party from being equally 
targeted by the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution.9 However, in the 
autumn of 2016, AfD's deputy Alexander Gauland declared that he "does not know at 
all why we should not work with the Identity Movement, all of them may join us.”10  
 
Identitarians use several money sources. In May 2014, Identitarians founded the 
association "Identitäre Bewegung Deutschland e.V.", which maintains a donation 
account. The members of the association also pay membership fees. Identitarians in 
Germany are also active in the Initiative “Einprozent.de” (founded in 2015), which 
presents itself as an "NGO for patriots". Together with spokesmen such as Götz 
Kubitschek, Philip Stein (“Blaue Narzisse”, “Jungeuropa” Publishing) and Jürgen 
Elsässer (“Compact” Magazine), they collect donations to coordinate agitations 
against refugee housings in Germany, constitutional complaints against the federal 
government and coordination of local political "citizen requests". Looking at the 
groups involved, it becomes clear that the majority of activists are placed by 
Identitarians – consequently they also benefit financially from Einprozent.de.11  
 
                                                             
4 https://nohalgida.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/kontrakultur-halle-und-die-immatrikulationsfeier-der-uni-

halle/, last visited on November 5th, 2016 
5 https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article148369724/Welche-Rechten-stecken-hinter-dem-
schwarzen-Haken.html, last visited on November 5th, 2016 and 
https://schmetterlingssammlung.net/2014/12/17/die-identitaren-und-pegida/, last visited on November 
5th, 2016 
6 For example in February and October 2016 in Dresden.  
7 https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/de/aktuelles/zur-sache/zs-2016-001-maassen-dpa-2016-08, last 
visited on November 14th, 2016. 
8 http://www.sz-online.de/sachsen/rund-50-identitaere-in-sachsen-aktiv-3411324.html, last visited on 
November 14th, 2016. 
9 https://www.welt.de/politik/deutschland/article157911896/AfD-Politiker-bandeln-mit-Identitaerer-
Bewegung-an.html, last visited on November 14th, 2016. 
10 http://www.n-tv.de/politik/Gauland-fordert-Identitaere-zu-AfD-Beitritt-auf-article18880341.html, last 
visited on November 14th, 2016. 
11 http://derstandard.at/2000038542175/Identitaere-Gruesse-aus-Moskau-Rechtsextreme-Allianz-in-
den-Osten, last visited on November 14th, 2016. 



PEGIDA, Identitarians and AfD are linked to each other.12 Identical visit Pegida 
demonstrations, call for the election of the AfD13, are active at Einprozent.de and in 
return build for support from party politicians.14 
 
Ideology: ethnopluralism, antimuslim racism, downplay of the Holocaust  
 
Identitarians are ideologically located in the "New Right". A wide range of conspiracy-
theoretic to social Darwinian-neo-liberal ideology is being developed. This differs only 
in nuances from that of the "Old Right". Significant differences lie in the strategy15: 
The New Right builds on multipliers16, does not attach importance to anonymity but 
instead stages itself as a rebellious, young intellectual elite against the establishment. 
The language is violent – they speak of civil war and an omnipresent danger because 
of the “native” population being "exchanged". Identitarians make use of word 
creations like "ethnomasochism"17 and allusions to the framework of what is said. 
 
Racism comes with modernised terms. Instead of "races", Identitarians and the New 
Right (as well as right-wing populist parties) speak of “cultures”. These "cultures" are 
supposed to be described as "equivalent". They claim, civilizations have a right to 
"free themselves from external influences". This concept is called "ethnopluralism".18 
Individuals are only seen as worthy when they belong to a "people" and stick to their 
country of origin (blood – in the form of ancestry – remains important in right-wing 
extremist ideology), to which they are naturally linked. In this ideology "culture" 
becomes a static, ahistorical and homogenizing concept with an exclusive effect. The 
New Right has interests in only a certain interpretation of a national/regional or 
European culture. The homogenizing concept ignores contradictions such as 
counterculture, but also the fact that cultures are in constant change and exchange 
with each other.  
 
The alleged "equality" is not consistently implemented by Identitarians. This is shown 
by the fact that immigrants - especially non-European or Muslim ones - are presented 
as a danger. People of Muslim in their claim are too different to be able to live and 
live in Europe.19 Identitarians portray Islam as a threat due to its supposedly global 

                                                             
12 See https://biwaz.wordpress.com/2016/07/12/verknuepfungen-zwischen-der-afd-und-den-
identitaeren/, last visited on November 14th, 2016. 
13 http://www.svz.de/regionales/mecklenburg-vorpommern/rechtsextreme-begleitmusik-
id14783691.html, last visited on November 14th, 2016. 
14 See http://www.taz.de/!5351394/, last visited on November 14th, 2016. 
15 See https://schmetterlingssammlung.net/2013/04/16/kommunikationsstrategien-der-neuen-rechten-
2/), last visited on November 14th, 2016. 
16 These are people who influence public debates because of their popularity and their influential 
positions - whether in politics, popular culture, journalism, science or sports. 
17 The term implies hatred for one’s “own" culture and identity 
, see http://www.identitaere-generation.info/wir-identitaet-wir-und-die-identitaet-teil-2/, last visited on 

November 14th, 2016. 
18 See http://www.bpb.de/politik/extremismus/rechtsextremismus/230862/transkript-zum-
ethnopluralismus und http://www.bpb.de/mediathek/230595/vermeintlich-harmlos, last visited on 
November 14th, 2016. 
19 See http://www.rp-online.de/politik/deutschland/identitaere-bewegung-sind-die-gefaehrlich-aid-

1.6258553, last visited on December 19th, 2016 . 



power.20 By referring to the term "Reconquista", they claim the right to fight agaist 
foreigners, most of all against Muslims. With the term they refer to Karl Martell and 
the fight against Moorish soldiers in the year 732 in Poitiers. The "Reconquista" at 
that time meant the exclusion of Muslins from Europe.  
 
Although Identitarians tactically from Anti-Semitism, they degrade commemorative 
culture as a "cul-de-sac".21 In an interview with the “Neue Zürcher Zeitung”, 
Alexander Markovics (former leading figures of Identitarians in Austria) equates the 
Holocaust with refugees’ escape to Europe. According to Markovics, both the Nazis 
and refugees were a threat to Europe and cause a “genocide”; in the case of the 
refugee movement, the "native" population is portrayed as victim and threatened to 
be ousted. Thereby, they play down the crimes of Nationalsocialism. 
 
Networks between Identitarians and the parliamentary and non-parliamentary 
right-wing spectrum 
 
In addition to cooperating with Einprozent.de (see above), Identitarians in Germany 
intensify their collaboration with groups from other countries as well as with parties, 
publishers and magazines. 
 
Cross-country campaigns 
 
In 2015 Identitarians in Austria, Germany, the Czech Republic and Italy launchend a 
campaign entitled "Stop the Great Exchange" that was aimed against migrants. The 
flyers, which were distributed in residential buildings and schools in many cities, had 
been translated into several languages, the design and the symbols used were also 
transcended across countries. The core of the campaign was a conspiracy theory 
that claimed that “the elites” of European countries aim at exchainging the “native” 
populations by accepting migrants (such as refugees).22 
 
The campaign was supplemented by stereotypes of the "criminal migrants", the "own 
born women" and "non-European women" who were portrayed as menacing 
competition.23 The "strangers" were briefly declared a general threat to the "natives". 
In doing so, Identitarians used the strategy of “Retorsion”: it means that the ethnic 
majority in power puts itself strategically into the weaker position and claims that the 
– in fact discriminated against – minority is harmful and dangerous.24 Right-wing 

                                                             
20 See 

https://www.facebook.com/identitaeroesterreich/photos/a.331848393593162.72982.287774531333
882/955322244579104/?type=3&theater, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 

21 See Bruns, Julian; Glösel, Kathrin; Strobl, Natascha: Die Identitären. Handbuch zur 
Jugendbewegung der Neuen Rechten in Europa. Münster 2016, p. 234. E.g. in a Facebook posting by 
Austrian Identitarians after the occupation of the Saxon parliament by German and Austrian 
Identitarians, they claimed: "We demand an end of an education system that wants to indoctrinate us 
with shame, self-hatred and guilt!"See 
https://www.facebook.com/GameProDE/videos/628020467386324/, last visited on December 19th, 
2016. 
22 Vgl. Bruns/Glösel/Strobl 2016, p. 107 
23 Vgl. Bruns/Glösel/Strobl 2016, p. 107 
24 Mark Terkessidis: Kulturkampf. Volk, Nation, der Westen und die Neue Rechte. Köln 1995, p. 67 



extremists thereby legitimize their racist politics because it sounds more heroic to 
claim to be threatened and to defend oneself than to say than to share privileges.25 
 
The French right-wing writer Renaud Camus, who asserted a "cultural decline" of 
France and published a text about the “grand replacement” served as namegiver of 
the Identitarian’s campaign."Le Grand Remplacement" is a collection of 18 texts 
published in 2010.26 The book was reissued in 2016 by “Antaios” Publishing (run by 
Götz Kubitschek) and supplemented by texts by Martin Semlitsch and Martin Sellner 
(head of Identitarians in Austria). 
 
The European Forum in Linz27 
 
The "European Forum Linz", which took place on October 29 in 2016, in Upper 
Austria, attracted attention. Self-proclaimed "defenders of the European Occident" 
invited to network at a congress, which attracted important protagonists of the New 
Right as well as obscure figures and politicans. The congress was held in the most 
prestigious hall of the federal country. Unlike the pendant, the "Compact"-conference, 
had been set up for the same day, this "Forum" was not canceled even after loud 
criticism. The Freedom Party of Austria (FPÖ), which is part of the government 
coalition in Upper Austria, hired the hall and organised the congress. The speakers 
and exhibitors came from both the parliamentary as well as the non-parliamentary 
right-wing spectrum of German-speaking countries. The event brought together 
publishers, magazines and blogs, representatives of the FPÖ and the the 
conservative party ÖVP, as well as Identitarians and their merchandise company 
“Phalanx Europa”. In addition, Maram Susli, an anti-Semitic conspiracy theorist28 as 
well as the Serbian philosopher Misa Djurkovic, who is noticed by homophobic 
statements29, were present at the Forum.  
 
Previously, such "conferences" were known mainly in Germany, such as "academies" 
in Schnellroda, organized by the think tank “Institute for State Policy” and Götz 
Kubitschek. Also known have been events such as the book and merchandise fare 
“Zwischentag” and the “Identitær Idé seminar” in Stockholm. 
 
Final assessments 
 
Based on the intensified public relations work, on the desired as well as unwanted 
reporting, on their interactions in social networks as well as on the produced 
contents, Identitarians are right now the most noticeable right-extremes group in the 
German-speaking area. This is confirmed by the “Documentary Archive of the 

                                                             
25 Vgl. Mark Terkessidis: Kulturkampf. Volk, Nation, der Westen und die Neue Rechte. Köln 1995, p. 
67 
26 See https://biwaz.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/renaud-camus.pdf, last visited on December 19th, 
2016. 
27 Capital of the federal state of Upper Austria 
28 See https://kurier.at/politik/inland/kongress-verteidiger-europas-rechte-leistungsschau-in-linzer-
redoutensaelen/227.980.328, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 
29 See https://kurier.at/chronik/oberoesterreich/rechter-kongress-in-linz-bis-zu-1-700-leute-bei-
gegendemo-erwartet/226.616.560, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 



Austrian Resistance”30. They qualify Identitarians as a "major political danger" 
compared to Neo-Nazi groups as the former ones attract not only young adults with a 
right-wing extremist spirit, but also influence and connect to the conserative 
spectrum.31 
 
Despite the attempts to present themselves as merely "young concerned citizens", a 
radicalization of Identitarians could be observed for the past two years. On the brink 
of demonstrations in Austria (be it in Vienna, Spielfeld or Graz) there were violent 
attacks on counter-demonstrators. In Graz, male Identitarian activists attacked their 
critics even with a beating stick.32 The proceedings against the attackers were 
stopped, as the authorities declared the injuries "not attributable" and classified the 
statements of the victims as unbelievable (despite taken photos).33 
 
In Germany, squad figures such as Tony Gerber (Sachsen)34 are known for their 
Neo-Nazi past and NPD candidacy as is the case with Mario Müller (Sachsen-
Anhalt), who has already showed an affinity towards violence.35 Daniel Fiß, now 
Head of Identitarians in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, comes from Rostock, was a 
member of “National Socialists Rostock” and the “Young National Democrats” in 
2011.36 
 
There is a discrepancy between the image Identitarians draw of itself and the real 
danger that emanates from them. As shown, their self-portrayal, which they are 
pushing over their public relations, does not alter their right-wing extremist ideology, 
the political past of their cadres, the conspiracy theories they preach, their racism, 
nor the violence they make use of. 
 
May 24th, 2017  

                                                             
30 In German: „Dokumentationsarchiv des Österreichischen Widerstands“. The association and its 
foundation carry out archive and information work on the subjects of Nationalsocialism, restitution, 
right-wing extremism in Germany and Austria. In addition to that, the DÖW runs a library and a 
museum. 
31 See http://orf.at/stories/2359626/2359637/, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 
32 See http://derstandard.at/2000029269290/Nach-Identitaeren-Demo-in-Graz-Ueberfall-auf-
Gegendemonstranten, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 
33 See http://derstandard.at/2000040480690/Ermittlungen-gegen-Identitaere-nach-Ueberfall-
eingestellt, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 
34 See http://www.stopptdierechten.at/2015/01/31/osterreichische-identitare-besetzten-landtag-in-
dresden/, last visited on December 19th, 2016 and Bruns/Glösel/Strobl 2016, p. 84. 
35 See https://www.stura.uni-halle.de/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/tischvorlage20151207.pdf, last 
visited on December 19th, 2016. 
36 See https://linksunten.indymedia.org/de/node/49671, last visited on December 19th, 2016 and 
http://www.endstation-rechts.de/news/kategorie/neue-rechte/artikel/die-identitaere-bewegung-in-m-v-
ein-ueberblick.html, last visited on December 19th, 2016. 


